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Summary 

In July 2015, five 1m sq. archaeological test-pits were excavated in two fields adjacent to St Mary’s 

Church at West Wickham in south-east Cambridgeshire (TL 61210 49210). West Wickham Dig 2 was 

organised by West Wickham and District Local History Club to continue research started during the West 

Wickham Big Dig of 2013. Run as part of the Council for British Archaeology’s Festival of Archaeology 2015, 

over the weekend of 11-12 July more than thirty volunteers from the village and wider community took part 

in the excavation under professional on-site archaeological instruction and supervision. 

The results of the 2013 Big Dig generated interesting possibilities for renewed research of the origin and 

development of the village. One test-pit, situated in a field north-west of the church, produced a small 

stratified assemblage of Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery suggesting that the site had been occupied 

through the 11th-14th centuries, after which time it was abandoned. A number of earthworks that 

potentially represent sunken ways, field boundaries and a possible house platform are also present in the 

field. The aim of Dig 2 was to investigate this field, and a field south-west of the church, to further clarify the 

extent, nature, and date of any occupation in the vicinity. 

A similar sequence of soil formation was recorded in all five test-pits – c.0.3m of turf and topsoil 

overlying c.0.2m of subsoil, with natural clay typically reached c.0.5m below ground level. In one test-pit 

dug over the possible medieval occupation site north-west of the church, an additional c.0.2m of soil build-

up was recorded from which a large assemblage of finds of 10th-14th century date were recovered, 

evidence that this area of raised ground is probably a medieval house platform which was abandoned 

sometime before the 15th century. A possible post-medieval surface of compacted chalk and flint was 

recorded in another test-pit in the same field. 

A large assemblage of finds was recovered. These predominately date to the Saxo-Norman and High 

Medieval periods (AD 850-1400), suggesting continuous occupation at this end of the village since at least 

the 10th century. Much of the medieval pottery was small and extremely worn and probably derives from 

manuring scatters in fields under arable cultivation rather than being evidence of habitation in the 

immediate vicinity – except material from the house platform which generally had a higher average sherd 

weight and included a more diverse range of pot rims and body sherds. A small assemblage of worked flint 

and a single sherd of Roman pottery were also recovered but noticeably, late medieval and post-medieval 

material was largely absent from the two fields and evidence suggests that they had both been given over 

to pasture since at least the 15th century to the present day. 

Dig 2, coupled with results from earlier archaeological investigations is allowing us to move towards a 

new understanding of when and how settlement at the church end of the village originated and developed. 

Evidence suggests that continuous occupation did not begin at this end of the village until the late 9th or 

10th century, probably starting as a small hamlet arranged around the church and a late Saxon estate 

centre which were sited at the end of the ridge with a prominent aspect over the entire parish. Occupation 

continued west of the church until the 14th century when enlargement of the church nave and chancel 

necessitated a restructuring of the village layout and the abandonment of some occupation sites, a ‘decline’ 

probably exacerbated by the plagues and famines of the period. From the 15th century onwards land west 

of the church appears to have been given over to permanent pasture with the village continuing to develop 

to the east and north in its present location. 

The project is recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record as event ECB4481 and on the 

Archaeological Data Service under OASIS Id. westwick1-249781. The archive will be deposited with 

Cambridgeshire County Council in due course.  
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Figure 1: Location maps, with study area highlighted. 
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Introduction 

In the summer of 2015, five 1m sq. archaeological test pits were excavated in two fields adjacent to St 

Mary’s Church at West Wickham in south-east Cambridgeshire. The excavation was organised by West 

Wickham and District Local History Club (WW&DLHC) to continue research started during the West 

Wickham Big Dig in 2013 (Lewis et al. 2014). West Wickham Dig 2 took place over the weekend of 11-12 

July, 2015 as part of the Council for British Archaeology’s Festival of Archaeology. 

Over the weekend, more than thirty volunteers from the village and surrounding community took part 

in the excavations with professional on-site archaeological instruction and supervision. This report is an 

interim report presenting the results of the 2015 excavation. 

 

Figure 2: Plan showing the topography and key archaeological sites around the parish of West Wickham. 

Site location, topography, and geology  

The village of West Wickham is located 19km south-east of Cambridge, in Cambridgeshire close to the 

county boundary with Suffolk (Figure 1). The modern settlement consists of a linear development running 

north-east along the High Street from the parish church of St Mary to the semi-detached minor settlement 

of Burton End (Figure 2). 

The village is sited along a ridge of a gradually undulating hill, plateauing to the north-east, with ground 

dropping into a series of broad post-glacial run-off valleys to the north-west, south-west and south-east. 

The project area is focused on two small pastoral fields to the west of St Mary’s church – TL 6117 4928 

(centre Field 1) & TL 6112 4915 (centre Field 2) – at the south-western extent of this ridge between c.100-

105m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). 
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The British Geological Survey shows the project area to be covered with superficial deposits of 

Pleistocene epoch diamicton of the Lowestoft Formation overlying bedrock deposits of Late Cretaceous 

chalk of the Lewes Nodular Chalk and Seaford Chalk Formations (BGS OpenGeoscience). 

Background and context of the project 

Archaeological and Historical Background Janet Morris 

Very little is known about the early settlement of the village and when and how it developed to its 

current form with the main village being in the centre of the parish in a linear development along a ridge of 

high ground running north-east from St Mary’s church (Figure 2). This now includes the minor settlement at 

Burton End while the hamlet of Streetly End is in the south of the parish. Documentary evidence is scarce 

while archaeological investigation has been limited and mainly confined to the north of the parish around 

Yen Hall. 

Archaeological evidence of prehistoric activity (Mesolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age) has been found in 

the parish, mainly around Yen Hall and the shallow valley to the north-west of the High Street. Finds 

associated with a Romano-British ‘villa’, metal-working site and pottery kilns (3rd and 4th century AD) have 

been recorded in the same area, as has evidence of two 6th century Anglo-Saxon burials. Stray finds around 

Streetly End may be related to a Roman villa site excavated in neighbouring Horseheath parish, while 

Anglo-Saxon jewellery was recovered from a pipe-line trench near Streetly Hall. A few stray finds from the 

Roman period and some Anglo-Saxon pottery have also been recorded in the area around the church. 

The earliest documentary evidence comes from an Anglo-Saxon charter of AD 974 relating to land in 

West Wratting in which boundaries with Yen Hall (eanheale) and Wickham (wichamme) were mentioned. 

The Domesday Book of 1086 recorded three estates or manors – Yen Hall (Enhale), Wickham (Wicham) and 

Streetly (Stradleia). A church was recorded about 1200 but the present building dates from the 14th 

century. Dwellings were mentioned at Burton End (Bovetoun) from the 1340s and cottages and a green at 

Streetly (End) in the mid-15th century. The Alington family from Horseheath were acquiring land in West 

Wickham from the early 15th century and by 1600 they owned most of the parish. 

In the post-medieval period, with the parish economy based on agriculture, each manor retained its 

separate identity as a tenanted farm of the Horseheath estate. Settlement was concentrated in three areas 

– around the church, at Burton End and Streetly End. At the end of the 18th century the West Wickham 

part of the Horseheath estate was bought by the Earl of Hardwick of Wimpole Hall. The agricultural 

landscape changed when the 2nd Earl obtained an Act to enclose the parish in 1812; a process not 

completed until 1822. The village was then largely self-sufficient with a range of tradesmen and services 

including a public house in each of the three settlements. The population increased dramatically during the 

first half of the 19th century but this was not sustainable and people began to leave in search of work and 

housing. This decline was not reversed until the mid-20th century. 

Previous Archaeological Work 

Land around the study area has previously been subject to several archaeological investigations (Figure 

3). In the late 1980s, Haverhill and District Archaeological Group (HDAG) systematically field walked arable 

fields in a 1km radius of St Mary’s Church (TL 61210 49210), recording small concentrations of Roman 

pottery and tile to the north and south-west of the study area. Substantial linear earthwork features in 

Field 1, interpreted as 19th century field banks, were also recorded; and geophysical survey and limited 
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excavation investigated medieval and post-medieval occupation in Pond Meadow, a field east of the church 

(WWI/87-88, Charge 1990, 1-38). 

In 2013, West Wickham and District Local History Club was awarded a Heritage Lottery Fund All Our 

Stories grant. This provided an opportunity to find out more about the history of the village with the 

support of Cambridge University staff from Cambridge Community Heritage (CCH) and Access to 

Archaeology (ACA).  In total, eighteen 1m sq. test-pits were excavated by volunteers across the village as 

part of the West Wickham Big Dig in July 2013. 

Results indicated that the landscape around the village was more extensively, if sparsely, used in the 

prehistoric period than had previously been known. No evidence of Roman or early Anglo-Saxon date was 

found and the earliest post-prehistoric finds were Saxo-Norman (9th – mid-11th century), found near the 

church.  This may suggest that the present settlement of West Wickham was established in this area at this 

time, later extending north-east of the church along High Street. This would appear to pre-date the 

settlements of Burton End and Streetly End which were however in existence by the end of the 12th 

century as pottery finds show.  This is considerably earlier than found in the written record. 

There was a severe reduction in the volume of pottery recovered from the later medieval period 

indicating that the expansion of the earlier period was halted.  This may be because of the various plagues 

and famines of the 14th century, most notably the Black Death of AD 1348-9.  This decline was uneven 

across the parish with no pottery from Burton End to pottery in all test pits in Streetly End.  Finds show that 

recovery does not appear to have happened until after the end of the medieval period but was robust 

when it did occur, with the dispersed, hamlet-dominated character of the high medieval period (mid-11th -

14th century) continuing well into the 20th century (Lewis et al. 2014). 

Aims and objectives 

Research objectives 

The results of the West Wickham Big Dig in 2013 generated interesting possibilities for renewed 

research of the origin and development of the village; for the first time identifying a possible Saxo-Norman 

settlement focus near the parish church at the south-western end of the modern settlement. 

One test-pit (WWI/13/4), situated in a field north-west of the church, produced a small stratified 

assemblage of Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery suggesting that the site had been occupied from the 

11th – 14th centuries, after which time it was abandoned (Lewis et al. 2014). A visual survey of this field has 

also identified several earthworks that potentially represent field boundaries and a possible house 

platform. It was the intention of the 2015 fieldwork to further investigate the features in this field, dubbed 

Field 1 (Figure 3), to clarify the extent and nature of the occupation. 

A second field (Field 2), not investigated in 2013, but near Field 1, the church and a medieval moated 

manorial site at Manor Farm was also investigated to further clarify the extent, nature, and date of any 

occupation in the vicinity. 

All archaeological work has been considered in relation to the region’s Research Framework and Agenda 

(Brown & Glazebrook 2000; Medlycott 2011). This has highlighted the origin and development of medieval 

rural settlements, particularly how they appear, grow, shift, and disappear, as an important research topic. 

It is also hoped that information gained from this project can feed into broader regional and national 

studies of currently occupied rural settlements (CORS). 
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Figure 3: Plan of the study area showing the 2015 area of study (red), previous archaeological investigation (blue) and known 
earthworks (dark green). 

Archaeological objectives 

 To identify the presence/absence of any archaeological deposits. 

 To establish the character, extent and date range for any archaeological deposits found. 

 To record any archaeological deposits found. 

 To produce a report and archive of any results. 

Community objectives 

 To involve local people in excavating archaeological test pits to discover when and where medieval 

settlement took place. 

 To inspire and stimulate wider interest in the history of the village by giving people the opportunity to 

take part in a hands-on archaeological project. 
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Methodology 

The excavation strategy employed during West Wickham Dig 2 involved using volunteers of all ages, 

with minimal or no archaeological experience, working under the direction of an experienced 

archaeological supervisor. All work adhered to the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct 

(2014a) and to their Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Excavation (2014b). 

A test-pit is a small archaeological trench that is dug scientifically in a series of layers, or spits, to find 

artefacts and cultural material that can tell us what was going on in the past. Test-pit locations were 

decided prior to the excavation by the archaeological supervisor and project manager to fulfil the 

objectives of the project. Field 1 is effectively divided into three areas by a series of linear earthworks, 

thought to represent 19th century field banks. In the corner of one of these earthworks, a slightly raised 

square platform is tentatively identified as a medieval house platform. It was decided that three test-pits 

would be excavated in this field, one in each of the three areas to ensure that a representative sample of 

the field was excavated and to investigate the potential house platform. Test-pit 1 (WWI/15/1) was 

positioned at the northern end of the field away from the present village and closest to a Roman find spot 

in the neighbouring field. Test-pit 2 (WWI/15/2) was dug at the southern end of the field, closer to Balsham 

Road and the parish church; whilst Test-pit 3 (WWI/15/3) was dug into the possible house platform to 

corroborate results from the 2013 excavation. The archaeological potential in Field 2 was unknown, two 

test-pits (WWI/15/4 and WWI/15/5) were therefore dug at the northern end of the field, closest to the 

parish church and modern village, as a first step in its investigation. 

Test-pits each measured 1m sq. Turf was removed and each test-pit excavated by hand in a series of 

0.1m layers, or spits, to the natural substratum or a maximum depth of 1m, dependent on which was 

reached first. All excavation was undertaken with a view to avoid damage to archaeological deposits or 

features which appeared worthy of preservation in-situ or warranted more detailed investigation than for 

the purposes of the project. All spoil was screened for finds using sieves with a standard 10mm mesh, 

except for any heavy clay soil which was hand searched. Test-pit locations were tied into the Ordnance 

Survey National Grid using appropriate methods. Once finished, every test-pit was backfilled and the turf 

reinstated. 

Test-pits were recorded using a pro-forma recording system comprising a 16-page Test Pit Recording 

Booklet devised for the project. This is modelled on a system developed by Access Cambridge Archaeology 

for use with members of the public with no previous archaeological experience. The recording booklet 

contains pages to plan and record individual spits, record the sections of the test-pit, locate the test-pit and 

record what was found. If necessary, any complex archaeological deposits encountered would be excavated 

and recorded using standard procedures on separate prepared pro-forma recording sheets and drawing 

film. A photographic record of the investigations was also created illustrating in both detail and general 

context the test-pits excavated and the principal features and finds discovered.  The photographic record 

also included 'working shots' to illustrate more generally the nature of the archaeological operation 

mounted. 

All non-metallic, inorganic finds and bone were washed on site, dried and bagged separately for each 

spit of each test-pit. Subsequently, artefacts from each spit were sorted into find groups (i.e. pottery, 

animal bone, metal, flint etc.) and bagged separately ready for specialist analysis. Some finds deemed to 

have little or no research value (i.e. undiagnostic and/or modern building material) were discarded at this 

stage. Finds considered appropriate for recording, analysis and curation include: all pottery, all faunal 

remains, metalwork, worked stone and burnt stone, and all finds pre-dating 1800. Finds appropriate for 
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disposal after recording include: all plastic, modern glass, modern metal objects, modern building material 

and other modern items (i.e. batteries, shotgun cartridges, fabric etc.); all unworked stone including fossils; 

and all modern organic material such as wood. All finds work adhered to the CIfA’s Standard and guidance 

for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (2014c). 

The project is recorded on the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record as event ECB4481 and on 

the Archaeological Data Service under OASIS Id. westwick1-249781. The archive will be deposited with 

Cambridgeshire County Council in due course. 

Results 

Geophysical Survey 

As part of the preparation for Dig 2, the Archaeology RheeSearch Group was invited to conduct a 

geophysical survey of parts of the two study fields. On 15 February, 7 June and 12 July, 2015 the group 

carried out magnetometry and resistivity surveys of areas where test-pits were likely to be dug, notably 

earthworks in Field 1 tentatively identified as a medieval house platform and the northern half of Field 2 

closest to the church and Manor Farm. 

Results were inconclusive (Figure 4). The few features identified in the survey relate to visible 

earthworks in the two fields. No structural evidence was identified on the house platform and the results 

ultimately had no influence on the positioning of test-pits during Dig 2. 

 

Figure 4: The magnetometry and resistivity results for Fields 1 and 2 
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Figure 5: Field 1, looking south 

Field 1 

Field 1 is located north-west of St Mary’s Church, centred on TL 6117 4928 (Figure 5). Broadly trapezoid, 

it measures c.170m north-east to south-west by c.100m north-west to south-east, covering c.1.5 hectares. 

Presently, the field is rough arable grassland used as a paddock for horses. To the north and west, Field 1 is 

bound by open fields. To the east is the parish church of St Mary and its associated graveyard and to the 

south is the modern Balsham Road. 

A number of straight earthworks crossing the field were recorded by HDAG in 1988 (Charge 1990, 6-7) 

and are listed in the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) as probable boundary banks and a 

sunken way leading to the church (CHER 07354 - Figure 3). 

These include a linear hollow, c.7-8m wide and c.0.7-1.2m deep, running for c.100m north-west to 

south-east across the centre of the field and continuing into the churchyard. The southern half of the 

earthwork widens to c.13-18m with a shallow central bank probably dividing two features running parallel 

with each other, perhaps a ditch running alongside the sunken-way. The earthwork can be traced for c.8m 

into the churchyard, stopping at a line of mature trees marking the line of an earlier churchyard boundary. 

Halfway along the hollow-way’s northern side, a second linear hollow extends perpendicularly away to the 

north-east. This can be traced for c.65m, varying from c.5-9m in width and averaging c.0.7m deep. 

The earthworks coincide with field boundaries shown on the 1812 enclosure map of the village but may 

have a much earlier origin. In the eastern corner of the intersection, a large irregular oval depression 

measuring c.20m by c.11m and c.0.3m deep is probably the remains of a backfilled pond of unknown date. 

To the south of the pond is a slight raised square ‘platform’ measuring c.25m square, possibly a medieval 

house platform. 
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Figure 6: Test-Pit 1 under excavation (left) and post-excavation (right) 

Test-pit 1 (WWI/15/1) 

Test-pit 1 was excavated at the northern end of Field 1, c.10m from the northern field boundary and 

c.50m from the western boundary at TL 61196 49322 (Figure 6). Over the course of two days, the test-pit 

was dug to a depth of c.0.5m with five spits recorded. Natural was not reached but because of the paucity 

of finds, time constraints and difficult ground conditions (hard, dry soil) it was decided that continued 

digging was unlikely to produce anything of further value and excavation was halted. 

During the excavation, a c.50mm layer of turf and c.0.25m of brownish-grey clayey-silt topsoil (Spits 1-3) 

was removed. Beneath this was greyish-brown silty-clay subsoil containing sparse chalk flecks and flint 

(Spits 4-5). Subsoil was still present at the base of the trench, c.0.5m below ground level. No archaeological 

features or deposits were recorded. 

Table 1: Spot dates of pottery and clay pipe excavated from WWI/15/1 

  EMW HED Clay pipe  

TP Spit No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt Date 

1 3     1 2 1558-1900 

1 4 2 4     1100-1400 

1 5 2 3 1 1   1200-1350 

A single piece of clay pipe stem (AD 1558-1900) was found in the topsoil (Spit 3). Pottery from this pit is 

entirely high medieval (AD 1100-1400). Four sherds of early medieval sandy ware (EMW) and a single sherd 

of Hedingham ware (HED) were recovered from the subsoil (Spits 4-5). These are all very small and worn 

body sherds, their condition indicative of material that has been in the plough zone for a long period and 

therefore probably deposited in manuring spreads onto the medieval fields surrounding the village. Other 

finds include a small quantity of animal bone and oyster shell, again probably deposited in manuring 

spreads, and a burnt flint. 
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Figure 7: Test-Pit 2 under excavation (left) and post-excavation (right) 

Test-pit 2 (WWI/15/2) 

Test-pit 2 was excavated in the south-eastern corner of Field 1, c.23m from the southern field boundary 

and c.9m from the eastern boundary at TL 61146 49221 (Figure 7). Excavated in one day, the test-pit was 

dug to a depth of c.0.4m with four spits recorded. One quarter of the trench was dug a further c.0.1m to 

confirm that natural ground had been reached. 

During the excavation, a c.50mm layer of turf and c.0.15m of brownish-grey clayey-silt topsoil (Spits 1-2) 

was removed. Beneath this was a c.0.1m thick deposit of compacted chalk and flint rubble (Spit 3) lying 

over c.0.1m of greyish-brown silty-clay subsoil (Spit 4). Natural substratum was reached at the bottom of 

the trench c.0.4m below ground level. It was greyish-orange clay mixed with abundant small chalk nodules 

and flint. The compacted chalk and flint rubble layer (Spit 3) may be of archaeological interest, perhaps a 

surface, otherwise no archaeological features or deposits were recorded. 

Table 2: Spot dates of pottery and CBM excavated from WWI/15/2 

  ST EMW CBM  

TP Spit No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt Date 

2 2   1 1 1 1 1800-2000 

2 3   10 28 2 77 1500-1650 

2 4 1 2 4 9   1100-1400 

Pottery from this test-pit was Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1100) or high medieval (AD 1100-1400) in date. 

One sherd of Stamford ware (ST) and fifteen sherds of early medieval sandy ware (EMW) were recovered 

from three spits (2-4). Pottery from Spits 2 and 3 (the topsoil and chalk/flint rubble layer) are likely to be 

residual as post-medieval ceramic building material was also found in these layers. Pottery from Spit 4 

could be stratified, suggesting that the formation of the subsoil is medieval in date. All pottery sherds were 

small and worn, and probably derived from manuring spreads in plough soil. Other finds included a small 

quantity of unidentifiable iron objects in Spit 2 (probably modern); animal bone and oyster shell (Spits 2-4); 

and part of a flint core and a secondary flake of probable Mesolithic or Neolithic date in Spit 2. 
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Figure 8: Test-Pit 3 under excavation (left) and post-excavation (right) 

Test-pit 3 (WWI/15/3) 

Test-pit 3 was located on the eastern side of Field 1, on a slightly raised square platform tentatively 

identified as a medieval house platform (Figure 8). This was close to test-pit WWI/13/4 dug in 2013, 

c.16.5m from the eastern field boundary at TL 61205 49272. Over the course of two days, the test-pit was 

dug to a depth of c.60m with six spits recorded. 

During the excavation, a c.50mm layer of turf and c.0.15m of brownish-grey clayey-silt topsoil (Spits 1-2) 

was removed. Beneath this was a c.0.2m thick layer of paler brownish-grey silty-clay containing sparse 

chalk flecks and flint (Spits 3-4) and greyish-brown silty-clay subsoil containing more chalk flecks and flint 

(Spits 5-6). Natural substratum was reached at the bottom of the trench c.0.6m below ground level. It was 

greyish-orange clay mixed with abundant small chalk nodules and flint. 

Table 3: Spot dates of pottery and CBM excavated from WWI/15/2 

  THET SN EMW SHC HG CBM 

TP Spit No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt Date 

3 2           2 30 1800-2000 

3 3 1 17   11 68 1 14 1 12   1200-1400 

3 4   1 27 2 3       1100-1400 

Pottery from this test-pit was Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1100) or high medieval (AD 1100-1400) in date. A 

single sherd each of Thetford ware (THET) and St Neots ware (SN), thirteen sherds of early medieval sandy 

ware (EMW), and a single sherd each of early medieval shelly ware (SHC) and medieval greyware (HG) were 

recovered from two spits (3-4). Although many sherds were small and worn the average sherd weight was 

higher than other test-pits in Field 1 and Test-pit 3 is the only location in the field to produce pot rim and 

base sherds. Absent later material in Spits 3 and 4, this pottery is likely to be from stratified occupation 

layers dating to the 13th or 14th century. The presence of small quantities of Saxo-Norman material might 

also suggest that the site has been occupied since the late 9th or 10th century, whilst the absence of later 

medieval wares indicates that it had become abandoned by the 15th century. Other finds from Spits 3 and 

4 include a piece of burnt daub or fired clay, a burnt stone, animal bone and oyster shell. From the topsoil 

(Spit 2), several pieces of post-medieval CBM, and an animal tooth, an iron nail and two pieces of an iron 

knife blade were recovered. Whilst further small pieces of animal bone were found in the subsoil (Sits 5-6). 
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Figure 9: Field 2, looking north-east. 

 

Figure 10: Test-pits 4 (right) and 5 (left) under excavation, looking north-east. 

Field 2 

Field 2 is located south-west of St Mary’s Church, centred on TL 6112 4915. Broadly rectangular, it 

measures c.95m north-east to south-west by c.70m north-west to south-east, covering c.0.6 hectares 

(Figure 9). Presently, the field is rough arable grassland used as a paddock for horses. To the south and west 

Field 2 is bound by open fields. To the east is the moated site of Manor Farm (CHER 01156) and to the 

north is Balsham Road and the parish church of St Mary. 
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Two parallel earth banks cross the centre of the field from north-west to south-east. These are spaced 

c.15m apart and can still be traced for c.72m. The northernmost bank coincides with a spur projecting off 

the ‘moat’ to the south-east and still has several trees growing along it, suggesting that it is the remains of a 

hedge bank. The southernmost bank can be traced into the next field. Both earthworks coincide with field 

boundaries shown on the 1812 enclosure map of the village.  

  

Figure 11: Test-Pit 4 under excavation (left) and post-excavation (right) 

Test-pit 4 (WWI/15/4) 

Test-pit 4 was located at the northern end of Field 2, c.13m from the northern field boundary and 

c.36.5m from the eastern boundary at TL 61256 49570 (Figure 11). Over the course of two days, the test-pit 

was dug to a depth of c.50m with five spits recorded. 

During the excavation, a c.50mm layer of turf and c.0.15m of brownish-grey clayey-silt topsoil (Spits 1-2) 

was removed. Beneath this was greyish-brown silty-clay subsoil containing sparse chalk flecks and flint 

(Spits 3-5). Natural substratum was reached at the bottom of the trench c.0.5m below ground level. It was 

yellowish-brown sandy-clay mixed with abundant small chalk nodules and flint. 

Table 4: Spot dates of pottery and glass excavated from WWI/15/4 

  ST SN EMW SHC GRE Glass  

TP Spit No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt Date 

4 2     1 1   2 9 1 <1 1700-2000 

4 4 1 1   1 1       1100-1400 

4 5   1 6 7 43 1 9     1100-1400 

Pottery from this test-pit was predominately Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1100) or high medieval (AD 1100-

1400) in date. A single sherd each of Stamford ware (ST) and St Neot’s ware (SN), nine sherds of early 

medieval sandy ware (EMW) and a single sherd of early medieval shelly ware (SHC) were recovered from 

three spits (2, 4 & 5). Absent later material in Spits 4 and 5, this pottery is likely to be stratified from subsoil 

dating to the 13th or 14th century. The presence of small quantities of Saxo-Norman material might also 

suggest that there has been occupation in the vicinity since the late 9th or 10th century, whilst the absence 

of later medieval wares indicates that activity had likely ceased by the 15th century. Two small and worn 

sherds of glazed red earthenware (GRE), one with a brown glaze, the other with yellow, were recovered 
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from the topsoil (Spit 2) along with a small piece of post-medieval glass. These date to the 18th century or 

later. Other finds from the topsoil (Spits 1-2) include an oyster shell and six pieces of coal. Two pieces of 

coal and two fragments of animal bone were recovered from Spit 3, the interface between topsoil and 

subsoil; whilst three fragments of animal bone were found in the subsoil (Spits 4-5). 

  

Figure 12: Test-Pit 5 being backfilled (left) and post-excavation (right) 

Test-pit 5 (WWI/15/5) 

Test-pit 5 was located at the northern end of Field 2, c.12m from the northern field boundary and 

c.16.5m from the western boundary at TL 61245 49578 (Figure 12). Over the course of two days, the test-

pit was dug to a depth of c.55m with six spits recorded. 

During the excavation, a c.50mm layer of turf and c.0.20m of brownish-grey clayey-silt topsoil (Spits 1-3) 

was removed. Beneath this was greyish-brown silty-clay subsoil containing sparse chalk flecks and flint 

(Spits 4-5). Below the subsoil was a c.0.1m thick layer of orange/brown silty-clay mixed with abundant small 

chalk and flint nodules (Spit 6). Natural substratum was reached at c.0.55m below ground level. It was 

yellowish-brown sandy-clay mixed with abundant small chalk nodules and flint. 

Table 5: Spot dates of pottery, CBM and glass excavated from WWI/15/5 

  SAM SN EMW SHC HG CBM Glass  

TP Spit No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt No Wt. No. Wt No. Wt No. Wt Date 

5 2             1 1 1800-2000 

5 3 1 4         4 12   1800-2000 

5 4     1 13         1100-1400 

5 5   5 16 14 39   1 4     1100-1400 

5 6     10 28 2 2 1 15     1200-1400 

A single sherd of residual Roman pottery was found in Spit 3, a worn sherd of Samian ware (SAM) dating 

to the 1st or 2nd century AD. The rest of the pottery was Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1100) or high medieval (AD 

1100-1400) in date. Five sherds of St Neot’s ware (SN), twenty-four sherds of early-medieval sandy ware 

(EMW), two sherds of early medieval shelly ware (SHC) and a single sherd of Hertfordshire greyware (HG) 

were recovered from three spits (4-6). Absent later material in Spits 4, 5 and 6, this pottery is likely to be 

stratified in subsoil dating to the 13th or 14th century. The presence of small quantities of Saxo-Norman 

material might also suggest that there has been occupation in the vicinity since the late 9th or 10th century, 
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whilst the absence of later medieval wares indicates that activity had likely ceased by the 15th century. 

Other finds from the topsoil (Spits 2-3) include animal bone, modern barb-wire, modern glass and four 

small fragments of modern yellow and red brick or tile; whilst two oyster shells were recovered from the 

subsoil (Spit 4). 

 

Figure 13: Finds processing in St Mary’s churchyard 

Finds 

In total, 238 finds, weighing 1.104kg, were recovered from the five test-pits (see Appendix One for a full 

catalogue of finds). These can be divided into the following categories for analysis: lithics, pottery, clay-

pipe, metalwork, ceramic building material (CBM), glass, and animal bone and shell. 

Table 6: The total finds assemblage by category 

 Test-pit 1 Test-pit 2 Test-pit 3 Test-pit 4 Test-pit 5 

 No. Wt (g) No. Wt (g) No. Wt (g) No. Wt (g) No. Wt (g) 

Lithics 1 2 2 31 1 15 . . . . 

Pottery 5 7 16 40 17 141 14 70 35 121 

Clay-pipe 1 2 . . . . . . . . 

Metalwork . . 4 5 3 20 . . 1 3 

CBM . . 3 78 3 43 . . 4 12 

Glass . . . . . . 1 1 1 1 

Animal bone 13 120 33 81 59 256 5 5 5 2 

Shell 2 3 2 5 4 25 1 5 2 10 

Total 22 134 60 240 87 500 21 81 48 149 

Lithics 

Most the flint recovered during the excavation was either natural, unmodified material or was damaged 

by modern agricultural machinery. This has been discarded. The remaining assemblage consists of 2 pieces 
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of worked flint, 1 burnt flint and 1 burnt stone (48g) recovered from the three test-pits in Field 1 

(WWI/15/1-3). The flint is predominately dark grey and fine-grained in colour and texture.  

A single piece of burnt flint was found in the topsoil (Spit 1) of Test-pit 1. Burnt flint is often taken as a 

sign of prehistoric occupation, the heated stone being used to boil water. It can also be crushed for use as 

temper in pottery. A small, damaged flake core and a secondary flake of probable Mesolithic or Neolithic 

date were found in the topsoil (Spit 2) of Test-pit 2. A tertiary flake and a blade were also found in a nearby 

test-pit in 2013 (WWI/13/4 – Billington 2014, 80). Together, this worked flint might be evidence of 

knapping taking place nearby but the assemblage is too small to provide a detailed assessment of the date 

and nature of the activity. None of the material was stratified. 

A piece of burnt stone was found in a potential occupation deposit (Spit 3) in Test-pit 3. It appears to be 

a coarse sandstone. 

Table 7: The flint assemblage 

Test-pit Spit Flint 

1 1 Burnt flint 

2 2 Core 

2 2 Secondary flake 

3 3 Burnt sandstone 

Pottery 

In total, 87 sherds of pottery, weighing 379g, were recovered from the five test-pits. For this report, 

pottery has been spot-dated by volunteers from WW&DLHC during a pottery identification training session 

with experts from Oxford Archaeology East as part of the Jigsaw Cambridgeshire venture. Additional spot-

dating and cataloguing by the author has been undertaken but full examination of the assemblage collected 

in 2015 will wait until a greater quantity of material has been collected from future sessions of fieldwork. 

Pottery has been classified using the fabric series compiled by Paul Blinkhorn for ACA CORS pottery reports 

including West Wickham (Blinkhorn 2014, 67-74). 

 

Figure 14: medieval pottery from Test-pit 3, spit 3, believed to be an occupation deposit on a house platform. 
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Table 8: The total pottery assemblage characterised by fabric 

Fabric Common name Period Approx. date range No. % 

SAM Samian ware Roman 1st – 2nd century AD 1 1.1 

THET Thetford ware Saxo-Norman 850-1100 1 1.1 

ST Stamford ware Saxo-Norman 850-1150 2 2.3 

SN St Neot’s ware Saxo-Norman 900-1200 7 8.1 

EMW Early medieval sandy ware High Medieval 1100-1400 66 75.9 

SHC Early medieval shelly ware High Medieval 1100-1400 4 4.6 

HED Hedingham ware High Medieval 1200-1350 1 1.1 

HG Hertfordshire greyware High Medieval 1200-1400 3 3.5 

GRE Glazed red earthenware Post-medieval 1550-1900 2 2.3 

   Total 87 100 

Most the pottery assemblage dates to the Saxo-Norman or high medieval periods (AD 850-1400) with 

only a few sherds dating to other periods. In Field 2, a single sherd of Roman pottery was found in the 

topsoil (Spit 3) of Test-pit 5. No later medieval pottery was found and only two sherds of post-medieval 

pottery were recovered from topsoil (Spit 2) in Test-pit 4 (Field 2). 

Table 9: The total pottery assemblage characterised by period 

Period No. % 

Roman (AD 43-410) 1 1.1 

Anglo-Saxon (AD 410-850) 0 0 

Saxo-Norman (AD 850-1150) 10 11.5 

High Medieval (AD 1150-1400) 74 85.1 

Late Medieval (AD 1400-1550) 0 0 

Post-medieval (AD 1550-1900) 2 2.3 

Modern (AD 1900-present) 0 0 

Total 87 100 

 

Figure 15: Chart showing the total pottery assemblage characterised by period 

Topsoil in both fields appears to be post-medieval or modern in date and any earlier material therein is 

considered residual, including the single sherd of Roman pottery and two sherds of medieval pottery. The 

bulk of the assemblage (82/87 = 94.3%), however, comes from underlying subsoil or occupation layers 

which are believed to be stratified Saxo-Norman/high medieval deposits. 
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Much of the assemblage is made up of small and abraded body sherds, suggesting that it had been 

circulating in plough soil for a long period, probably because of the manuring of the fields around the 

village in the medieval period with midden material containing domestic waste. 

One exception was Test-Pit 3. The average sherd weight in this area of Field 1 was higher than in the 

other test-pits (Figure 16), an indication that material was moving less frequently in the soil after its initial 

deposition. This was the only test-pit to produced pot rims (x5) and the entire assemblage was recovered 

from the bottom half of a suspected occupation layer (Spit 4) within an area of the field suspected to be a 

medieval house platform. 

 

Figure 16: Average stratified sherd weight in each test-pit for the Saxo-Norman and High Medieval periods and combined. 

Clay Pipe 

In Field 1, a single piece of clay pipe stem was recovered from the topsoil (Spit 3) of Test-pit 1 

(measuring 38mm x 8mm with a 2.5mm bore). Tobacco was introduced to England in the mid-16th century 

and clay pipes were manufactured in large quantities until the early 20th century. It is difficult to date pipe-

stems. Models for dating based on bore diameter have been attempted, on the principle that bore 

diameter decreased as production techniques became more sophisticated (i.e. larger bores are earlier than 

smaller bores). Following this, the pipe stem from Test-pit 1 is likely to be late 17th or early 18th century in 

date. However, it has been observed that there is still too much overlap in bore-diameters for it to be 

possible to date individual pipes accurately and this technique may only work on large assemblages (Flood 

1976). 

Metalwork 

In total, 8 iron (Fe) objects, weighing 28g, were recovered from three test-pits (2, 3 and 5). All of them 

were recovered from topsoil and were therefore residual or post-medieval in date. A piece of barb-wire 

from Test-pit 5 was clearly modern, other objects were undateable. 

A knife blade from Test-pit 3 is of interest because of the test-pit’s location on a possible medieval 

house-platform, although this association could be coincidental. Two pieces were recovered. These do not 

appear to join but are probably from the same blade. The knife is straight backed with a triangular section 

and both the knife-back and blade-edge curve towards the point. One fragment is 48mm long, 18mm wide 

and 1-4mm thick (blade edge to back); the other is 33m long, 10-14mm wide and 1-4mm thick. 
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Table 10: The metalwork assemblage 

Test-pit Spit Metal 

2 2 
x4 unidentified Fe objects, possibly nail 
fragments 

3 2 Fe nail, square-shafted, hand-made 

3 2 
x2 Fe knife blade, pieces not adjoining but 
probably from same knife 

5 2 Fe barb-wire, modern 

 

 

Figure 17: The knife blade from Test-pit 3, spit 2 (WWI/15/3/2). 

Building material 

Ten pieces of ceramic building material (CBM), weighing 133g, was recovered from three test-pits (2, 3 

and 5). 

Table 11: The building material assemblage 

Test-pit Spit CBM 

2 2 Modern CBM – unidentifiable 

2 3 
Post-medieval CBM – tile, 2 joining fragments of 
roof or floor tile, 18mm thick, mortar adhering 
to 2 edges 

3 2 Modern CBM – brick? 

3 3 Burnt daub/fired clay 

5 3 
Modern CBM – brick/tile, 2 yellow fabric, 2 red 
fabric 

Glass 

Two small fragments of glass, weighing 2g, were recovered from topsoil in Field 2. A fragment of flat 

green glass with some iridescent corrosion was found in Test-pit 4 (Spit 2); whilst a piece of flat clear glass 

was found in Test-pit 5 (Spit 2). Both are post-medieval or modern in date. 

Bone and shell 

In total, 115 pieces of animal bone, weighing 464g, were recovered from the five test-pits. As yet, the 

bone assemblage has not been analysed in any detail but cursory inspection suggests horse, cattle, 

sheep/goat and pig are all represented. Much of this is probably deposited in manuring spreads in plough 

soil and cannot, therefore, be taken as evidence of animal husbandry or food consumption in the 

immediate vicinity. A piece of bone possibly from a piglet, found in Test-pit 3, however, could be an 
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indication that pigs were being reared nearby. In 2013, a test-pit (WWI/13/4) close to Test-pit 3 produced a 

small assemblage of cow, sheep/goat and pig bone (Rajkovača 2014, 77). 

Oyster shell was also present. In total, 11 shells, weighting 48g, were recovered from the five test-pits. 

Discussion 

West Wickham Dig 2 has produced extremely interesting results. Evidence from the five test pits 

excavated in 2015, coupled with results from the West Wickham Big Dig in 2013 (Lewis et al. 2014) and 

reappraisal of work by HDAG in the 1980s (Charge 1990) is shedding new light on village development and 

allowing us to move closer towards understanding how and why settlement developed at the church end of 

the village (Table 12). 

Four of the five test-pits were excavated to natural (WWI/15/2-5), with the fifth (WWI/15/1) excavated 

to a level which was thought to pre-date human activity in the vicinity. Results were consistent, with a 

similar sequence of activity recorded in each pit – c.50mm of turf covering c.0.15-0.25m of topsoil and 

c.0.1-0.3m of subsoil. Natural substratum was typically recorded between c.0.4-0.6m below present ground 

level. The only exceptions were a compacted c.0.1m thick chalk and flint layer in Test-pit 2 and an 

additional c.0.2m thick soil layer in Test-pit 3, both recorded between the topsoil and the subsoil. These are 

archaeological deposits of medieval and post-medieval date (see chronological discussion below). 

Table 12: Distribution of finds from all excavations at the church end of the village 

  
Prehistoric 

< AD 43 
Roman 

AD 43-410 
Anglo-Saxon 
AD 410-850 

Saxo-Norman 
AD 850-1150 

High Medieval 
AD 1150-1400 

Late Medieval 
AD 1400-1650 

Post-medieval 
AD 1550-1900 

  Flint Pot       

2
0

1
5

 

TP 5         

TP 4         

TP 1         

TP 2         

TP 3         

2
0

1
3

 

TP 4         

TP 5         

TP 6         

TP 7         

TP 8         

TP 9         

1
9

8
0

s A 1         

A 2         

          

  1-4 sherds of pottery in both disturbed and undisturbed levels 

   

  5 or more sherds of pottery in disturbed and undisturbed levels 

Prehistoric 

A small quantity of unstratified worked flint was found in one pit (WWI/15/3), whilst a burnt flint was 

recovered from another (WWI/15/1), both in Field 1. Previously, a small assemblage of worked flint was 

recorded in another test pit in Field 1 (WWI/13/4 – Billington 2014, 80) and a widely-scattered assemblage 

of worked flint was recorded during the West Wickham Big Dig in 2013. Combined with material recovered 

during the 2015 excavation, the overall pattern of recovery suggests low intensity use of the area since at 

least the Mesolithic/Neolithic period (Figure 18). This suggests the landscape around the village was more 
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extensively, if lightly used, than has previously been known. In Field 1, recovered material might be 

evidence of knapping (tool manufacture) taking place nearby but the assemblage is too small to quantify 

the date and nature of the activity at present. 

In 2013, a small quantity of Bronze Age pottery was recovered from two test-pits at the church end of 

the village. This is suggested to represent more settled occupation or mortuary activity taking place along 

the ridge of high ground on which the village sits (Lewis et al. 2014, 59). This would be broadly 

contemporary with, and overlooking, a ring ditch and double ditch linear feature, probably the ploughed-

out remains of a barrow (CHER 09142), situated at the head of the valley to the north of the village, above 

the farm at Yen Hall. However, the 2015 excavation has provided no further insight into the nature of this 

activity. 

Roman 

Just one sherd of unstratified Roman pottery was found in a test-pit in Field 2 (WWI/15/5) and it is 

surprising that no further evidence of Roman activity was found, considering previous discoveries in the 

vicinity (Figure 19). Several find spots of Roman pottery and tile have been recorded close by during 

fieldwalking in neighbouring fields and a large quantity of pottery identified predominately as Roman grey 

ware was recovered from excavations by HDAG in Pond Meadow immediately east of Field 1 (Charge 1990, 

6 & 23). 

The excavation report for this records that 337 sherds of Roman pottery (68.6% of the total assemblage) 

were recovered from Area A1, an assemblage large enough to suggest some form of Roman occupation 

should be present near the site. However, the material appears to have entirely come from levels of 13th 

century date or later and it must be questioned, considering the dearth of Roman material in test-pits 

nearby, whether this assemblage is Roman or actually comprised of misidentified medieval fabrics. One 

future avenue of research might be to re-examine this archive, if it can still be traced. 

Otherwise, evidence from the wider area suggests that Roman activity in the parish was focussed at two 

villa sites (Figure 2), one on the Roman Road close to the farm at Streetly Hall (CHER 07328) and the other 

near Yen Hall (CHER MCB17857), with activity in-between (including the ridge of high ground on which the 

village sits) being of much lower intensity. 

Anglo-Saxon 

No pottery of the early or middle Anglo-Saxon period (AD 410-850) has been found in any test-pits dug 

in the village in 2013 or 2015. Whilst this does not definitively preclude activity of this period in the vicinity, 

as pottery is less widely used during this period (Lewis et al. 2014, 60), evidence from the wider parish does 

suggest that the focus of activity was elsewhere. 

Anglo-Saxon burials of early 6th century date (NMR 37697 & CHER 09142C) have been found in close 

proximity to established Roman sites at Streetly Hall and Yen Hall, suggesting continued activity in these 

locales rather than the development of new sites in the vicinity of the present village. 

Saxo-Norman 

The first evidence of continual activity at the church end of the village dates to the Saxo-Norman period 

(AD 850-1150). Ten sherds of pottery in fabrics identified as Thetford ware (AD 850-1100), Stamford ware 

(AD 850-1150) and St Neot’s ware (AD 900-1200) were recovered from four of the five test-pits, with three 
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of the four test-pits producing two or more sherds. This comprises 11.5% of the total ceramic assemblage 

recovered in 2015 (Figure 20). 

In 2013, five test-pits near the church each produced a single sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery (WWI/13/4, 

7, 8, 9 & 10) including the test-pit dug in Field 1 (WWI/13/4). Lewis observed that this rate of recovery is far 

below the average for the Eastern Region, in which on average just over 10% of test-pits excavated in CORS 

produced at least two sherds of Saxo-Norman pottery (Lewis et al. 2014, 60). However, recent results 

suggest that this is, at least in part, a product of the excavation methodology employed in 2013. Combining 

the results from 2013 and 2015, in which 4/23 test-pits have now produced two of more sherds of Saxo-

Norman pottery, as opposed to the original 0/18 test-pits, and the percentage rises from 0% to 17.4%, a 

figure somewhat higher than the average for the Eastern Region. 

Settlement at Wichamme (Wickham), clearly distinguished as separate to settlement at Eanheale (Yen 

Hall), is first recorded in a charter of AD 974 (Hart 1966, 44). Archaeological evidence from the parish 

appears to support this, with at least two separate foci of settlement identified within the modern parish. 

Fieldwalking around Yen Hall has identified a large, localised area of pottery of 10th-11th century date 

(over 80 sherds - Charge 1995, 47), whilst Saxo-Norman pottery has now been found in test-pits around the 

parish church. 

So far, it is difficult to determine whether the small quantities of material recovered from the 2013 and 

2015 test-pits is evidence of occupation in the immediate vicinity or a sign of less intensive land use, such 

as manuring of arable fields. However, it is noticeable that, at present, the only test-pits to produce Saxo-

Norman material are those located at the church end of the village and not those at Streetly End or Burton 

End. This distribution might suggest a focusing of activity in this area developing during the late 9th or 10th 

century which would subsequently grow into the modern village, with Streetly End and Burton End both 

developing at later dates. 

By the late 11th century, when the village is recorded in the Domesday Book (AD 1086), three estates or 

manors are described – Enhale (Yen Hall), Wicham (Wickham) and Stradleia (Streetly) (Williams & Martin 

2003, 523, 529, 535 & 539). The village had a church by c.1200. The tower of the present building may date 

to the 13th century but much of the structure is of 14th century construction or later. There would have 

probably been a church on the site from a much earlier date, however. This would have started as a 

wooden structure which was eventually rebuilt in stone. Its position at the south-western end of the ridge 

of high ground gives it a prominent aspect in the centre of the parish, situated on the road from Balsham to 

Worsted Street (the old Roman road) and Horseheath. A moated site at Manor Farm (CHER 01156), 

opposite the church, may be the site of the manor house for Bernhams manor, which was created from 

part of a pre-Conquest estate originally held by Aubrey de Vere (Rosen et al. 1978, 113-124 & Taylor 1998, 

97-8). It is tempting to suggest then, that Wicham first developed as a small hamlet arranged around the 

church and a late Saxon manorial site sometime in the 10th century, eventually superseding settlement at 

Yen Hall and Streetly, both of which can probably trace their origins back to Roman villa sites. 

High medieval and late medieval 

All five test-pits produced pottery of high medieval date (AD 1150-1400), the group constituting 85.1% 

of the total ceramic assemblage (Figure 21). The bulk of the pottery from Fields 1 and 2 (82/87 sherds = 

94.3%) is believed to be stratified, coming from subsoil or occupation layers which date to the 12th-14th 

century. Much of the material is small and abraded and appears to have been circulating in the soil for 

some time, probably because of manuring fields under arable cultivation and therefore not likely to be 

evidence of occupation in the immediate vicinity. 
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However, one test-pit (WWI/15/3) excavated on a possible occupation site previously identified in 2013 

(WWI/13/4) produced an assemblage of fifteen pottery sherds and fifty-two animal bone fragments along 

with smaller quantities of charcoal, burnt stone, burnt daub/fired clay and oyster shell. The average sherd 

weight in this test-pit was somewhat higher that in the other test-pits, an indication that material had 

moved less frequently in the soil after its initial deposition, and this was the only test-pit to produce a 

mixture of pot rims and body sherds. Material was mainly recovered from a c.0.2m thick layer of dark soil 

which had formed over the subsoil and was sealed beneath the topsoil. This soil was not present in any 

other test-pit but its presence here would explain why there appears to be a slightly raised square platform 

of ground in this area of Field 1 (measuring approximately 25m x 25m and encompassing test-pits 

WWI/13/4 and WWI/15/3). All told, this additional accumulation of soil, and the greater assemblage of 

finds recovered from it, is compelling evidence that this platform is the site of habitation in the 12th-14th 

century. 

Earthworks in Field 1 (CHER 07354) suggest that the house platform is situated on the north side of a 

sunken way as it enters the village from the north-west. Projecting the line of this sunken way eastwards, it 

would run beneath the 14th-century chancel of the parish church before joining the present Horseheath 

road as it intersects the High Street. This is probably the original line of the Balsham to Horseheath road 

and much of the village would have lay to the north of it, laid out in a series of long narrow closes between 

two perpendicular roads which extended away, parallel to each other, to the north-east. These are the 

present High Street and a back lane which is still preserved today as earthworks in Field 1 and a field-edge 

footpath further north. Houses would have been predominately built along the High Street, positioned just 

below the ridge line on the south-easterly facing slope, or built opposite the church which probably 

originally stood on the southern side of the Balsham to Horseheath road next to the moated site at Manor 

Farm. In the 14th century the parish church was enlarged, necessitating the repositioning of the road to its 

present location south of the church, squeezed between it and Manor Farm. 

No pottery of the late medieval period (AD 1400-1550) was recovered from the test-pits, a trend seen in 

other test-pits at the church end of the village. In 2013, just two test-pits produced a single sherd of late 

medieval pottery each (Figure 22). This severe reduction in the volume of pottery recovered suggests that 

much of the land around the church, including the occupation site in Field 1, was abandoned or put to 

other uses by the beginning of the 15th century. Lewis observes that this decline is notably worse than 

average for CORS in the Eastern Region (Lewis et al. 2014, 62) and it may be a result of the various plagues 

and famines of the 14th century, most notably the Black Death of 1348-9. 

However, radical changes in settlement pattern such as this can have other contributing factors. 

Changes in agricultural practice around the village in the 15th century with fields close to the village core 

transitioning from arable cultivation, where pottery would have been regularly introduced into the soil 

through the manuring of the fields, to more pastoral activities would also account for a reduction in pottery 

in Fields 1 and 2. Restructuring the village following the enlargement of the church and the movement of 

the road might also account for some sites, such as the occupation site in Field 1, being abandoned. In 

reality, it is probably not a single event that caused the rapid depopulation of the village at this time but 

rather a combination of several factors including those discussed above. 

Across the village, finds show that this late medieval ‘decline’ was uneven, with no pottery from Burton 

End, to some pottery from the church end of the village, and pottery in all test-pits in Streetly End. If this 

provides a true representation of settlement in the parish during the late medieval period, it would appear 

that Burton End and much of the church end of the village was entirely deserted in the post-Black Death 

era but that Streetly End continued to thrive and possibly expand. More dispersed forms of settlement may 
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have also been active at other sites around the parish at this time, including manors/farms at Yen Hall, 

Streetly Hall and Hill Farm, but at present we have no data on the late medieval occupation of these sites. 

Post-medieval and modern 

Evidence from test-pits suggests that recovery at the church end of the village did not happen until after 

the end of the medieval period but was robust when it did occur, with the dispersed, hamlet-dominated 

character of the high medieval period continuing well into the 20th century. 

Small quantities of post-medieval and modern material (AD 1550 – present) were recovered from the 

topsoil in all five test-pits (Figure 23), including pottery, building material, glass, clay pipe and metalwork 

(including a knife blade, iron nails and barb-wire). In one test-pit in Field 1 (WWI/15/2) a compacted layer 

of chalk, flint and brick lying over the subsoil may be the remains of a post-medieval surface but generally 

topsoil was thick (typically 0.3m) and relatively clean. This, and the paucity of finds recovered from it, 

suggests that both fields have probably been given over to pasture for a long time. 

An enclosure map of the village, dated 1812 (Cambs Archive P173/26/2), shows that Field 1 was 

formerly three separate pastures called Horse Pond Close, Camping Close and Church Ley Close. Field 

boundaries correspond with the lines of the medieval sunken ways in the field and the enclosure award 

lists these fields as ‘ancient enclosures’, suggesting that the fields are old, perhaps even contemporary with 

use of the sunken ways before they fell out of use at some point in the 14th century. 

The medieval occupation site lies in the south-western corner of Horse Pond Close, presumably named 

after the large pond which still occupies much of the area to this day. To the west lay Church Ley Close and 

to the south was Camping Close. A sales particular of the Horseheath Estate, dated 1777 (Christie & Ansell 

1777, 11), lists Camping Close as Camping Ground. 

‘Camping’ derives from the Middle English verb campen meaning ‘to fight, contend or strive’. It is an 

East Anglian name for the popular medieval game of ‘football’. From at least the mid-14th century a field in 

the village, often close to the parish church or where footpaths and lanes converge, was usually given over 

to communal recreation (Dymond 1989, 154). This further supports the notion that parts of Field 1 have 

been pasture since at least the late medieval period, if not earlier. 

Field 2 was previously divided into Bowling Green Close, closest to the church, and Town End Close to 

the south. Hedge banks still survive as earthworks in the field today marking this former division. It remains 

unclear why Bowling Green Close is so named. In 1777 it was simply Bowling Close but whether it had a 

recreational use is unknown. 

From the late 19th century up until the Second World War, Camping Close was used as a cricket pitch (it 

can clearly be seen in an aerial photograph taken by the RAF in 1945). It was also still used for occasional 

football matches until the creation of a proper playing field in the 1970s (J. Morris pers. comm. March 

2016). 
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 Figure 18: Worked flint distribution map from combined 1987-88, 2013 and 2015 
excavations. 

Figure 19: Roman pottery distribution map from combined 1987-88, 2013 and 2015 
excavations. 
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Figure 20: Saxo-Norman pottery distribution map from combined 1987-88, 2013 and 2015 
excavations. 

Figure 21: High medieval pottery distribution map from combined 1987-88, 2013 and 2015 
excavations. 
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Figure 22: Late medieval pottery distribution map from combined 1987-88, 2013 and 2015 
excavations. 

Figure 23: Post-medieval and modern pottery distribution map from combined 1987-88, 
2013 and 2015 excavations. 
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Conclusion 

Dig 2, coupled with results of earlier archaeological investigations is allowing us to move towards a new 

understanding of when and how settlement at the church end of the village originated and developed. 

Evidence suggests that continuous occupation did not begin at this end of the village until the late 9th or 

10th century, probably starting as a small hamlet arranged around the church and a possible late Saxon 

estate centre which were sited at the end of the ridge with a prominent aspect over the surrounding 

valleys. Occupation continued west of the church until the 14th century when enlargement of the church 

nave and chancel necessitated a restructuring of the village layout and the abandonment of some 

occupation sites, a ‘decline’ probably exacerbated by the plagues and famines of the period. From the 15th 

century onwards land south and west of the church appears to have been given over to permanent pasture 

with the village continuing to develop to the east and north in its present location. 

Of the three ‘ends’ that comprise West Wickham, the church end is the earliest ‘nucleated’ settlement 

in the village, apparently pre-dating settlement at Burton End and Streetly End by more than a century. 

These later settlements were, however, in existence by the 12th century as pottery finds show. This is 

considerably earlier than found in the written record which does not mention either settlement by name 

until the 14th century. Dispersed settlement elsewhere in the parish, at Yen Hall and Streetly Hall, is much 

earlier, perhaps originating at known Roman villa sites in the vicinity. 

Inevitably, whilst Dig 2 has started to answer many research questions, results from the investigation 

have now generated new lines of inquiry which can potentially be explored in future seasons of fieldwork: 

 Re-appraisal of the ceramic evidence from HDAG’s excavations in Pond Meadow in the late 

1980s. Is the large assemblage of Roman ceramics correctly identified or is it comprised of 

misidentified medieval fabrics? 

 A new survey of earthworks in Field 1, including the newly identified house platform, will likely 

provide new insights into village development west of the parish church. 

 Further test-pitting in Field 2 and other fields in and around the moated site at Manor Farm will 

provide important information on the date and nature of occupation in the moated site. Does it 

have a Saxo-Norman origin or is it a later medieval manorial site? 

 Where is the Saxo-Norman manor/settlement of Streetly, first recorded in the Domesday Book 

in 1086? Is it at Streetly Hall farm, as listed in the HER, or is it at Streetly End? The former site is 

currently favoured but test-pitting at Streetly End has identified that it has a much earlier origin 

than previously suspected. Further test-pitting at Streetly End to explore the date and nature of 

occupation in the hamlet will provide new insights into the development of the settlement. 

 What is the date and nature of the dispersed occupation in the parish, at sites such as Yen Hall, 

Streetly Hall, and Hill Farm? 
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Appendix One: Catalogue of finds 

Table 13: Catalogue of finds recovered from all test-pits in 2015 

Test-pit Spit Soil Material No. Wt (g) Description Date Notes 

1 1 Topsoil Lithic 1 2 Burnt flint Prehistoric? 
 1 2 Topsoil Bone 1 6 Animal tooth 

 
horse/cow? 

1 3 Topsoil Clay pipe 1 2 Clay pipe 1558-1900 pipe stem 38mm x 8mm, bore 2.5mm 

1 3 Topsoil Bone 6 3 Animal bone 
 

very small fragments, 1 tooth 

1 3 Topsoil Shell 2 3 Oyster shell 
  

1 4 Subsoil Ceramic 2 4 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

1 4 Subsoil Bone 6 116 Animal bone 
 

1 sheep/goat with butchery marks, 2 teeth 

1 5 Subsoil Ceramic 2 2 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

1 5 Subsoil Ceramic 1 1 Hedingham ware (HED) 1200-1350 abraded body sherd, green glaze 

1 5 Subsoil Bone 1 1 Animal tooth 
  

2 2 Topsoil Ceramic 1 1 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherd 

2 2 Topsoil CBM 1 1 modern CBM - unidentifiable 1800-2000 
 

2 2 Topsoil Lithic 2 31 Flint core & secondary flake Prehistoric core truncated by plough 

2 2 Topsoil Bone 2 1 Animal bone 
  

2 2 Topsoil Metal 4 5 Unidentified iron objects 
  

2 3 Surface CBM 2 77 CBM - tile 1500-1650 adjoining fragments, roof or floor tile, 18mm thick, mortar adhering to 2 edges 

2 3 Surface Ceramic 10 28 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

2 3 Surface Bone 8 7 Animal bone 
  

2 3 Surface Shell 2 5 Oyster shell 
  

2 4 Subsoil Ceramic 1 2 Stamford ware (STAM) 850-1150 abraded body sherd, green glaze 

2 4 Subsoil Ceramic 4 9 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

2 4 Subsoil Bone 23 73 Animal bone 
 

mandible, teeth, butchery marks, including pig 

3 2 Topsoil CBM 2 31 modern CBM - brick? 1800-2000 
 

3 2 Topsoil Bone 1 2 Animal tooth 
  

3 2 Topsoil Metal 1 2 Iron nail 
 

square-shafted, hand-made 

3 2 Topsoil Metal 2 18 Iron knife blade 
 

not adjoining but probably from same knife 
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Test-pit Spit Soil Material No. Wt (g) Description Date Notes 

3 3 Occupation Lithic 1 15 Burnt stone 
  

3 3 Occupation CBM 1 12 Burnt daub/fired clay 
  

3 3 Occupation Bone 10 39 Animal bone 
 

includes teeth and sheep 

3 3 Occupation Shell 4 25 Oyster shell 
  

3 3 Occupation Ceramic 1 17 Thetford ware (THET) 850-1100 rim 

3 3 Occupation Ceramic 11 68 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 body sherds, 2 rims 

3 3 Occupation Ceramic 1 14 Early medieval shelly ware (SHC) 1100-1400 rim 

3 3 Occupation Ceramic 1 12 Hertfordshire greyware (HG) 1200-1400 rim 

3 4 Occupation Ceramic 1 27 St Neot's ware (SN) 900-1200 base 

3 4 Occupation Ceramic 2 3 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

3 4 Occupation Bone 42 205 Animal bone 
 

includes teeth and pig 

3 5 Subsoil Bone 4 8 Animal bone 
 

include teeth and piglet? 

3 6 Subsoil Bone 2 2 Animal bone 
  

4 1 Topsoil Shell 1 5 Oyster shell 
  

4 2 Topsoil Glass 1 1 Green glass Post-medieval flat, some iridescent corriosion 

4 2 Topsoil Ceramic 2 9 Glazed red earthenware (GRE) 1550-1900 body sherds, brown & yellow glaze 

4 2 Topsoil Ceramic 1 1 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherd 

4 3 Subsoil Bone 2 1 Animal bone 
  

4 4 Subsoil Ceramic 1 1 Stamford ware (STAM) 850-1150 abraded body sherd, green glaze 

4 4 Subsoil Ceramic 1 1 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherd 

4 5 Subsoil Ceramic 1 6 St Neot's ware (SN) 900-1200 body sherd 

4 5 Subsoil Ceramic 7 43 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 body sherds, 1 base 

4 5 Subsoil Ceramic 1 9 Early medieval shelly ware (SHC) 1100-1400 body sherd 

4 5 Subsoil Bone 3 4 Animal bone 
 

includes tooth 

5 2 Topsoil Bone 4 1 Animal bone 
  

5 2 Topsoil Metal 1 3 Iron barb-wire Modern 
 

5 2 Topsoil Glass 1 1 Clear glass Modern flat 

5 3 Topsoil Ceramic 1 4 Samian ware 1st-2nd century abraded rim 

5 3 Topsoil Bone 1 1 Animal bone 
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Test-pit Spit Soil Material No. Wt (g) Description Date Notes 

5 3 Topsoil CBM 4 12 modern CBM - brick/tile Modern 2 yellow fabric, 2 red fabric 

5 4 Subsoil Ceramic 1 13 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 body sherd 

5 4 Subsoil Shell 2 10 Oyster shell 
  

5 5 Subsoil Ceramic 5 16 St Neot's ware (SN) 900-1200 abraded body sherds 

5 5 Subsoil Ceramic 14 39 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

5 5 Subsoil Ceramic 1 4 Hertfordshire greyware (HG) 1200-1400 abraded body sherd 

5 6 Subsoil Ceramic 10 28 Early medieval sandy ware (EMW) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

5 6 Subsoil Ceramic 2 2 Early medieval shelly ware (SHC) 1100-1400 abraded body sherds 

5 6 Subsoil Ceramic 1 15 Hertfordshire greyware (HG) 1200-1400 base 
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