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SUMMARY 

In July 2016, five 1m sq. test-pits were excavated in two fields at Streetly End, West Wickham, c.19km south-

east of Cambridge. West Wickham Dig 3 was organised by West Wickham and District Local History Club to 

continue research started during the West Wickham Big Dig of 2013. The project was run as part of the Festival 

of Archaeology 2016, and more than twenty volunteers took part under professional on-site archaeological 

supervision. Dig 3 focused on two small pastoral fields at the eastern and western ends of the hamlet – Field 

1 (TL 6164 4827) and Field 2 (TL6130 4814) – and an area of garden at the Mill House on Webb’s Road – 

TL 6143 4810. 

One test pit at the Mill House uncovered evidence of early medieval occupation, potentially dating back to the 

11th century. This is much earlier than the earliest known record for Streetly End. In Field 1, a test pit 

identified a house platform that was likely occupied from the 12th century through to the early 20th century. 

Whilst test pits in the south-east corner of Field 2 confirmed the presence of buildings in the area, probably 

farm or industrial buildings associated with the neighbouring Mill House. Domestic activity was noticeably 

absent in Field 2, however, and there was no evidence that medieval settlement extended this far west along 

Webbs Lane. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In July 2016, five 1m sq. archaeological test-pits were excavated in two fields at Streetly End, West Wickham, 

c.19km south-east of Cambridge, in Cambridgeshire close to the county boundary with Suffolk. Dig 3 focused 

on two small pastoral fields at the eastern and western ends of the hamlet – Field 1 (TL 6164 4827) and Field 

2 (TL6130 4814) – and an area of garden at the Mill House on Webb’s Road – TL 6143 4810 (Figure 1). 

West Wickham Dig 3 was organised by West Wickham and District Local History Club (WW&DLHC) to 

continue research started during the West Wickham Big Dig of 2013, and Dig 2 of 2015. Run as part of the 

Council for British Archaeology’s Festival of Archaeology 2016, over the weekend of 16-17 July more than 

twenty volunteers from the village and wider community took part in the excavation under professional on-

site archaeological instruction and supervision. This interim report was written by the site director, Mathew 

Morris. 

FIELD 1 – Test Pit 1 

Test Pit 1 was dug on a slightly elevated, scrub-covered rectangular earth platform in field opposite No. 27 

Streetly End. Here, the street frontage is shown to have been occupied by a row of cottages on 19th and early 

20th century maps. 

Excavation removed 70cm of soil from the pit but did not reach natural ground during the dig weekend. 

Archaeology comprised 10cm of turf overlying 10cm of building rubble, believed to be from the demolition 

of the cottages, which took place sometime between 1903 and 1926. The rubble covered 25cm of topsoil and 

25+cm of subsoil. A ceramic field drain was recorded crossing one corner of the pit 70cm below ground level. 

Finds include a large quantity of pottery, clay pipe, glass, metalwork and animal bone, all indicative of 

continuous domestic occupation on the site from the 12th century through to the early 20th century. Tellingly, 

modern pottery dominated the assemblage in spits at the top of the pit and medieval pottery dominated spits at 

the bottom, suggesting that the sequence was relatively undisturbed. This makes it very likely that this is the 



West Wickham Dig 3, 2016: An archaeological excavation by test-pitting at Streetly End, West Wickham, Cambridgeshire - interim report 

HER event no. ECB 4763 2 © WW&DLHC 2016 

site of a medieval house, the earth platform representing the accumulated build-up of refuse and soil over 900 

years of occupation. 

Other notable finds include pieces of an ornamental late 18th century vase or teapot, a piece of a small brass 

hand-bell, and a fragment of pipe bowl bearing the post-Act of Union (1707) Royal Coat-of-Arms. A large 

quantity of iron nails was also recovered from the pit, as well as several worked and fire-cracked flints. 

 

Figure 1: Satellite image showing 2016 areas of work (red), test-pit locations (purple) and previously 

excavated test-pits (yellow). 

MILL HOUSE – Test Pit 2 

Test Pit 2 was dug in the garden of the Mill House, adjacent to No. 50 Streetly End, close to the frontage on 

Webbs Road. Historic mapping dating back to the early 19th century shows no activity on the site. 

Excavation removed 60cm of soil from the pit, reaching natural clay at the bottom. Archaeology comprised 

10cm of turf covering 30cm of topsoil and 20cm of subsoil. Finds include a large quantity of pottery, with 

some clay pipe, glass, animal bone and metalwork. Pottery ranged in date from the 10th century through to the 

20th century. Of note, the subsoil only produced early medieval pottery, including some possible late Anglo-

Saxon pottery, and it appears to be an undisturbed medieval soil level. 

FIELD 2 – Test Pit 3 

Test Pit 3 was dug in the south-east corner of Dovehouse Meadow, set back 25m from Webbs Lane. Results 

from geophysical survey suggest this area was covered with building rubble and an early 19th century 

enclosure map shows a small rectangular building once stood in the vicinity. 

Excavation removed 40cm of soil to reveal natural clay and a linear feature, perhaps the edge of a gully or 

foundation trench. Archaeology comprised 10cm of turf covering 10cm of topsoil and 20cm of building rubble, 

predominately broken ceramic roof tiles. The linear feature was only partially observed along the eastern side 

of the pit. It appeared to be running in a north-east/south-west direction and was filled with redeposited natural 

clay mixed with building rubble, predominately ceramic roof tiles. 

Finds include a small quantity of pottery, including a few small abraded sherds of medieval pottery and a few 

sherds of 19th century pottery. Nothing in the assemblage suggests domestic occupation nearby and much of 
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this material has probably been redeposited in the field as it was manured with domestic refuse brought from 

elsewhere. 

FIELD 2 -Test Pit 4 

Test Pit 4 was dug in the south-east corner of Dovehouse Meadow, set back 5m from Webbs Lane, about 15m 

west of Test Pit 3. Results from geophysical survey suggest this area was covered with building rubble and an 

early 19th century enclosure map shows a long rectangular building once stood in the vicinity, possibly relating 

to the site’s use as a tannery. 

Excavation removed 60cm of soil to reveal natural clay at the base of the pit. Archaeology comprised 10cm of 

turf and 10cm of topsoil covering a compacted chalk ‘floor’ (20cm thick) which sat on 10cm of soil and 10cm 

of sand. In the northern side of the trench broken brick and tile filled a narrow east/west orientated trench, 

probably a foundation for a wall running parallel with Webbs Lane. This and the chalk floor is clear evidence 

of a building on the site. 

Finds include a small quantity of pottery, mostly of medieval and early post-medieval date (1100-1600). These 

are all small abraded sherds and were clearly redeposited as later 18th/19th century material was also recovered 

from the same levels, including glass and clay pipe. Other notable finds include a piece of a whetstone and 

part of an iron band, perhaps from a bucket or small barrel. 

FIELD 2 – Test Pit 5 

Test Pit 5 was dug further north-west into Dovehouse Meadow, set back 30m from Webbs Lane. Results from 

geophysical survey suggest this area was separated from Test Pits 3 and 4 by a bank of earth, probably a hedge 

bank, and therefore in a separate field area. 

Excavation removed 70cm of soil to reveal natural clay at the base of the pit. Archaeology comprised 10cm of 

turf covering 50cm of topsoil and 10cm of subsoil. No features were recorded in the trench and the soil 

character was very different from other pits in Field 1, with much thicker topsoil present. 

Finds include a small quantity of medieval pottery, predominately 1100-1400 (possibly with some later 

medieval material present too), a single sherd of Roman Samian ware (1st-2nd century AD), and a handful of 

worked and fire-cracked flints. One curious discovery in the pit was three spherical marble-sized flint nodules. 

Whilst natural, these were noticeably different to the natural flint else in the pit and it is suggested that they 

might have been deliberately curated, perhaps used as sling shots to scare away birds in the field. 

CONCLUSION 

Overall, Dig 3 was a big success. Test pits in the south-east corner of Field 2 have confirmed the presence of 

buildings in the area. Evidence suggests that they lie within a small yard area and have a farming or industrial 

function, probably associated with the neighbouring Mill House. Domestic activity is noticeably absent. These 

test pits also show that medieval settlement did not extend this far west along Webbs Lane. Whilst all three 

pits in Field 2 produced medieval pottery, sherds are all small and abraded, which is more indicative of 

domestic refuse being spread on fields as manure. The field has also produced a single sherd of Roman pottery 

and several worked flints, a sign of a prehistoric presence in the area. 

The presence of large quantities of broken roof tiles in both Test Pit 3 and Test Pit 4 is a noticeable contrast to 

the absence of brick rubble and other building material from these two pits. This might suggest that the 

buildings in this corner of the field were of timber construction with tiled roofs. 

Test Pit 2, close to the centre of the hamlet has uncovered stratified evidence of early medieval occupation, 

perhaps dating back to the end of the Anglo-Saxon period (mid-late 11th century). This is much earlier than 

the earliest known written record for Streetly End and contributes to the growing evidence that there is 

settlement here from at least the 12th century onwards. This is also supported by evidence from Test Pit 1 

which has identified a house platform that was likely occupied from the 12th century through to the early 20th 

century. Tellingly, the pottery in this pit appears to have an unbroken sequence, suggesting occupation was 

continuous through the medieval, late medieval and post-medieval periods. This again adds to the growing 

body of evidence that Streetly End did not suffer the same degree of population decline as other areas of the 

parish in the late medieval period.  


